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A delightful tiny home that delivers on 

good design and relaxed living
WO R D S  C A R R O L  B A K E R 

P H O T O G R A P H Y  S I M O N  D E V I T T
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WE LOVE

THE pRIVATE SLEEpING 
MEzzANINE AT THE REAR 
THAT LOOKS OUT OVER 
THE fULL-HEIGHT, wARM 
AND INVITING LIVING 
ROOM SpACE BELOw

LEFT The cedar shingles on 

the home’s exterior create  

a beautiful textural finish
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a 
petite holiday house that sits peacefully in a 

picturesque alpine ski town is a perfect place to 

escape from the maddening crowd for this family 

of five.

Wanaka is the gateway to the picturesque alps and wilderness, 

beech forests and snow-capped mountains of New Zealand’s South 

Island. The tiny house design was inspired by a trip to Japan by the 

owners, who appreciated the efficiency of compact living. Once back, 

they saw a tiny home designed by the architect and wanted to emulate 

the concept.  

Barry Condon from Condon Scott Architects says the aim of the 

project was to deliver a refined, precise and crafted aesthetic. “We 

have used this mindset throughout, allocating only as much space as 

is required to each function,” he says. Its location is a stone’s throw 

from the lake and it’s tucked away from the busy tourist centre. There 

is a second original home on the 1084sqm site that was built in the mid 

’90s by extended family. It is located in the centre of the block, while 

Sugi House is on a corner of the block.

Sugi House offers the Singapore-based family a comfortable home 

to reconnect with their loved ones during their holidays, while also 

affording them some space and privacy. Barry says the fact it was 

a second dwelling on the block weighed heavily into the design 

aesthetic. “We needed to ensure the house would balance with the 

existing house in size and position, while allowing for extra features 

such as the stand-alone carport and landscaping,” he explains.

The tiny home might be small in size, but it makes a visual 

impact. The house is clad in beautiful organic materials, there are 

cedar shingles externally with interiors lined in ply, contrasted 

against board-form concrete elements. Taking its cue from Japanese 

architecture and design, Sugi House is simple and discrete, with space 

efficiency at the very heart of the design.

As you enter the lower floor, a double-height living and kitchen 

space offers enough room for the family to connect and share meals. 

There’s also the kids’ bedroom and bathroom. The staircase takes you 

to the double bedroom with ensuite, as well as an office and storage 

area. With coveted storage space at a premium, there are clever 

solutions such as hidden cupboards, shoe racks and drawers within  

the steps of the stairs, as well as built-in shelving in the upstairs loft.

Staying true to the home’s Japanese-inspired design, Barry says 

the aim was to create beauty through simplicity and flow between 

the exterior and interior. “The wraparound cedar cladding is a 

continuation of materiality between the roof and exterior walls,” 

he says. “We have taken a traditional gable form and given it a 

contemporary twist through the use of textured cedar cladding, 

creating richness and warmth.”

Strong materiality permeates the design. The more you explore 

this tiny home, the more you realise just how much it delivers on the 

Japanese minimalist aesthetic. With the black fittings and joinery 

DETAILS

HOUSE Sugi House
LOCATION wanaka, New zealand

FINAL COST $750,000 NzD
DATE COMMENCED November 2019

DATE COMPLETED february 2021



“wE NEEDED TO ENSURE 
THE HOUSE wOULD 
BALANCE wITH THE 

ExISTING HOUSE IN SIzE 
AND pOSITION, wHILE 

ALLOwING fOR ExTRA 
fEATURES SUCH AS THE 
STANDALONE CARpORT 

AND LANDSCApING”  
— BARRy CONDON

This family holiday home is small in 

size but big on flexible living spaces so 

there is plenty of room for everyone
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EDITOR’S 

FAVOURITE

THIS TINy HOUSE DESIGN HAS 
RESULTED IN A GENEROUSLy 
AppOINTED HOME wITH A 
SMALL fOOTpRINT

The bunk room is the kids’ bedroom. The bed 

configuration reduces the need for more floor space

TAKING ITS CUE 
fROM JApANESE 
ARCHITECTURE 

AND DESIGN, SUGI 
HOUSE IS SIMpLE AND 

DISCRETE, wITH SpACE 
EffICIENCy AT THE 

VERy HEART Of  
THE DESIGN
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contrasting against the warm timber linings, the flush cabinetry 

visually extends the space, too. The wet-room-style compact 

bathroom cleverly echoes the feel and look of a Japanese spa,  

with floor-to-ceiling stone-look tiles.

Liveability and comfort have all been addressed in this 

project, as well as plenty of aesthetic appeal. “Large glazed 

openings on the lower-level living area create a cantilevered 

appearance to the upper portion of the gabled form for further 

visual appeal,” says Barry.

Even with its small size, there is ample room to move around 

the living spaces, which offer a sense of connectivity and warmth, 

a place where the family can gather after a day exploring the 

mountains and lakes or spending time with their extended family.

Designing and constructing a home subject to climatic 

extremes is no easy feat. In this area, the temperatures vary from 

a chilly minus 10°C in winter to a sweltering 35°C in the heat of 

summer. But with clever design and the right materials, Barry 

says the home required minimal heating and cooling. “SIPs are 

taped, sealed and wrapped in a secondary layer of building wrap 

plus plywood to maximise thermal efficiency,” he points out. “The 

house and the areas of glazing are oriented to maximise solar 

gain, with minimal openings on the remaining sides of the house 

to preserve the thermal envelope. Windows are double-glazed 

low-e glass, argon filled and thermally broken to prevent moisture 

retention and heat loss.” 

This high-performance low-input home will serve the family 

well for many years to come. 



STRUCTURAL TEAM 

Builder Christie Brothers Building, 

christiebrothersbuilding.co.nz

Structural engineer Meyer Cruden 

Engineering, mcengineering.co.nz

FIXTURES & FITTINGS 

Joiners (kitchen shelving)  

B&M Joinery

FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS

Homewares, cushions and linen  

The workroom

“LARGE GLAzED 
OpENINGS ON THE 

LOwER-LEVEL 
LIVING AREA CREATE 

A CANTILEVERED 
AppEARANCE TO THE 

UppER pORTION Of 
THE GABLED fORM fOR 

fURTHER VISUAL AppEAL” 
— BARRy CONDON

Sheepskin beanbag, footstools,  

rugs wilson & Dorset

Barstool Cintesi

FIXTURE & FITTINGS

Fridge and dishwasher  

(Fisher & Paykel),  

barbecue (Masport) Selectrix

Woodfire (Stovax Studio)  

The fireplace

Concrete basin (Hawea)  

flowing Stone
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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PROJECT TEAM 

ARCHITECT Condon Scott 
Architects, condonscott.nz

2

LEGEND 

 1 Entry

 2 Bedroom

 3 Living 

 4 Kitchen

 5 Dining

 6 Bathroom

 7 Laundry

 8 Office/play area

 9 Stairs

 10 Robe

 11 pantry

 12 Store

 13 wood fire

 14 Terrace

 15 Barbecue

 16 Carport

 17 Void

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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