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38 This page: Narrow windows in the 
more private areas of the house respond 
to its public location and maximise the 
usable interior space. Skylights provide 
added light and ventilation.

Previous spread: The house forges a 
close connection with neighbours and 
the street, with a north-facing terrace 
oriented for sun-lounging and outdoor 
barbecuing.
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New Zealanders tend to have a predilection for turning 
their properties into walled or fenced compounds. 
Whether it be for security or privacy reasons, or simply to 
mark their claim to valuable real estate, this concern with 
boundary can sometimes appear to undermine any real 
sense of community connection, especially in the 
suburbs. So, it is refreshing to come across subdivisions, 
like the location for this house in Wānaka, where front 
yards run into each other and right to the road, making 
for a feeling that is a lot more neighbourly and social.

Designed by Barry Condon of local practice 
Condon Sco! Architects, this 96-square-metre holiday 
house occupies a sliver of land bordering a right of way 
on one side and a grassy berm at the front. The site 
was carved o$ the garden of a larger holiday house 
on the same property that is used by extended family, to 
accommodate a Singapore-based couple and their three 
young children. The stand-alone house would provide a 

healthy degree of separation, while allowing them to 
remain connected to the main house next door during 
holidays.

A carapace of wooden shingles cloaks the house 
on three sides as well as its roof. But at the front — on 
its most public face — the shingles give way to generous 
glazing, and terraces step down towards the grassy 
roadside. North and the road are in the same direction, 
and with such a small footprint to play with, there were 
limited options for the placement of living areas. But it is 
a bold move to create such a transparent living space 
and to form outdoor areas for lounging and cooking in 
full gaze of the street. The refreshingly open and relaxed 
engagement with neighbours evokes a particularly Kiwi 
style of interaction that o&en happens in holiday se!ings.

The connection with the street is not the only 
confident move in this carefully articulated li!le house. 
Its modest size is to be admired, too, in a town full of much 

Opposite: The simple shingle-clad gable 
form draws inspiration from mountain 
chalets the owners had enjoyed during 
ski holidays in Japan.

This page: Though modest in size, the 
double-height living area feels 
surprisingly generous due to its volume 
and transparency. Privacy is provided by 
the in-situ concrete fireplace element.
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larger holiday homes. The owners had been inspired by 
the space-e'cient mountain huts they had experienced 
while skiing in Japan, as well as a tiny house with a 36-metre 
footprint previously designed by the architects. Their 
challenge for Condon was to make their house as small 
as it could possibly be while still comfortably accommo-
dating a family of five on holiday. 

Within a footprint of just 60 square metres, Condon 
has carved out space for two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
a mezzanine multi-use space, a fully operational kitchen 
and a living area that feels surprisingly generous thanks 
to its glazed outlook and double height. Designing such a 
small house calls not only for an e'cient plan but an overall 
measure of restraint. In this house, material selections 
have been streamlined and volumes manipulated to 
convey a greater awareness of space. 

Following the adoption of one primary material for 
the exterior, Condon has selected pine plywood inside 
for walls, ceilings and built-in cabinetry. Harmonious as 
well as hard-wearing, the timber emits a warming glow at 
night. Bathrooms have been fully tiled and treated more 

as wet rooms, and a polished concrete kitchen island 
was made wide enough and with a generous over hang so 
that it could be used for dining. Storage has been cleverly 
concealed throughout — niches for shoes in walls at the 
front door, pull-out drawers within the stairs and half-high 
cupboards forming a balustrade along the mezzanine. 
Wardrobes were dispensed with and storage was added 
beneath bunks and beds instead.

Continuing the cra&ed approach to the interior 
is a concrete fireplace surround, poured in situ, which 
also serves to screen anyone lounging in this area from 
the street. The fireplace is thermally broken from the floor 
slab and surrounding glazing to enhance the house’s 
passive heating e'ciency — a guiding consideration 
throughout the design, given Wānaka’s climatic extremes. 
Outside, a second in-situ wall encloses a barbecue, where 
terraces expand year-round outdoor living opportunities, 
and concrete planter boxes allow for later screening should 
it be needed. The solidity of these concrete elements adds 
an important contribution to the overall composition of the 
house, grounding its otherwise delicate shingle-clad form.

Right: Cleverly concealed storage 
contributes to the house’s efficient 
design, including pull-out drawers 
beneath stair treads.

Below: The limited material palette 
features pine plywood wall and ceiling 
linings — a robust, cost-efficient and 
harmonious choice.

Opposite: To save on space, the kitchen 
island has generous overhangs on two 
sides and doubles as a dining table.



Opposite: The upstairs main bedroom. 
On this level, windows extend to the 
floor, enhancing the sense of space.

This page: The mezzanine serves as 
a second living space. Built-in storage 
cabinets here form a balustrade.

North elevation East elevation
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This page: By carving out transparent 
elements across the house’s street 
elevation, the upper portion of the 
shingle-clad gable form appears to 
be delicately cantilevered.

1 Entry

2 Kitchen

3 Living

4  Bathroom

5  Bunkroom

6   Northern 

terrace

7 Carport

8  O'ce/

bedroom 

9 Bedroom

10 En suite

Legend

The symmetry of the gable is made purer by 
Condon’s decision to clad the roof and walls in a single 
material that immediately evokes images of traditional 
mountain chalets. The house was finished in 2020, and 
in Wānaka’s dry alpine conditions the Western Red Cedar 
shingles are rapidly developing an a!ractive weathered 
patina. Locally, the house has become known as ‘the 
shingle house’ — in Japan, red cedar is known as sugi, 
hence the reference in the house’s name. 

Pre-cut structural insulated panels were used 
in the construction of the house, as both a cost measure 

and for their thermal rating. It is a building method ideally 
suited to this locality, as well as to such a precise form, 
where recurring window sizes contribute to the carefully 
curated simplicity. 

Architects have a wide range of choices when 
they embark on the design of a home. Barry Condon has 
demonstrated in this captivating li!le house that a richer 
outcome can result from combining a limited material 
pale!e with the quest for a reduction in space. But perhaps 
the truly transformative move has been his and his clients’ 
willingness to connect more intimately with the street.


