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An Arrowtown enclave embraces an ancient plan

Loft style in Dunedin — Large living on tiny sites — NZ's first 3D-printed house
An Otago home emerges from a rock face
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HOMES

Twin peaks

This Wanaka holiday home is a sleek, subtle vision.
Overlooking the lake and dwarfed by the mountainous

landscape, it sits high on an elevated site.
Words Clare Chapman Images Biddi Rowley
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Otago but the Intention i

the owners’ permanent

tone for the design bref: a low-maintenance,
of spaces that took advantage of

s, [Ur t ting
melody of ochre and grey hues. The predominantly
linear nature of the form is deftly enhanced with subtle
hile in other areas it is carved away to create

public walkway running along the northern boundary,
the form had to create privacy to avoid a sense of
erlooked by passers-
we had that to the north, with the stunning
s over the lake to the west, and to the north
you're also looking out towards Mount Gold," architect
Ba




The obvious response to these views was to
embrace them from every angle, and that led to the
plan for two storeys. At ground level is a large garage
and services area. This lower part of the form is
clad with vertical cedar finished in Dryden WoodOll

>harcoal, a deep tone that allows this part of the
building to recede and create the sense of the upper
storey floating.
The tideline between the storeysis marked with a
change of pace in both material and tone. Above the
dark timber is a frame of grey aluminium, within which
timber accents introduce an inviting tactile warmth.
Here, the cedar is finished in Dryden WoodOil Eim, a
much lighter tone than its counterpart below.
Spatially, the different areas of the house are
arranged in a manner in which each steps out a bit
further to the view than the last. This caused concern
when it came to unifying the west-facing side of the
house. The solution Barry chose was to frame It with
aluminium, pinching It inwards towards the northern
side to create a subtle, off-centre curvature. The
resulting overhang creates a level of shelter to the
di hat runs the length of the western elevation.
Opposing thi enness of the west, the eastern
Ide of the house is cut away, with a sheltered
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the home

Oppaosite The
landscape ks drawn Insid

entertaining and barbeque area that exists between
the realms of inside and out. Here, the courtyard
is nestled into the hillside, creating an intimate,
grounded experience. "Glazing to the rear terrace
allows views through the house to maintain
connections to the lake and mountain views whilst
being out of the weather,” Barry say:
The terrace opens into the kitchen and dining
area, where a variety of subtle design elements come
together to create a refined aesthetic that allows the
views to remain the hero. A polished concrete floor
with a salt and pepper grind became the starting
point for the kitchen, where a waterfall Neolith
Calacatta kitchen island sits against cabinetry painted
esene Half Black White simple
space that flows into the living area, whi
case is undoubtedly the heart of the house,
Here, the roof is pulled upwards towards the north.
"We created what we've called a light ¢
to draw all-day suninto the room with ¢ 5
glazing,” Barry explains. “We wanted to create a
feature of this element, so w
which flows down th
encloses concealed cabinetry.”
Opposite, a bespoke timber cabinet, also designed
by the architect, was crafted to incorporate the fire
ment
; visitors are greeted with an in
ir with sculptural
void that invites
contemplation, at once concealing what's beyond
and offering a glimpse to the eastern courtyard
through a full-height window at the top of the stair.
Reach the top and turn into the living area, and the
view is revealed immediately, becoming consuming
g element of each of these carefully
crafted spaces.
"The views here are just unreal; they never get
old. You have this ever-changing landscape that you
can just stare at for hours. What we set out to achieve
here was a clean, uncluttered expression, something
quite restrained, and | think the details and the
outcome reflect that ethos nicely,” the architect
comments. g
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Penrith Peaks

Wanaka, Otago
Condon Scott Architects
Hudson Builders

01. Entry 16, Bedroom 17. Living T
02, Hallway 18. Dining 19. Kitchen

03. Garage 20. Scullery 21. Walk-in

04. Store robe 22, Northern

05. Plant room terrace 23. Southern

06. LIft terrace 24. Outdoor

07. WC kitchen 25. Outdoor

0B. Wine cellar spafshower

08. Drying room

10. Laundry

. Linen _
12, Service area l
13. Bathroom a -

14. Office T @
15. Ensuite




