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Japanese-influenced, this shingle-clad small 
holiday home is an exercise in restraint, 
minimalism and inherent warmth.

Wānaka, Otago
Condon Scott Architects

The first thing that captures one’s attention about 
this home is the carapace of cedar shingles that 
adorn three of its four sides. There are hundreds of 
them, side by side, acting like some sort of abstract 
mosaic. Some are darker than others, some have a 
patina of vertical or round lines while the irregularity 
of their horizontal lengths gives the whole thing a 
hand-crafted rusticity. 

 “We felt that a small form like this could easily 
become overwhelmed if multiple claddings were 
used, so we sought a material that could function as 
both wall and roof cladding,” says Barry Condon of 
Condon Scott Architects. It’s a distinctly unique style 
that has softened and weathered over time, creating 
an almost dappled effect on the exterior cladding.

 This 96m² holiday home was influenced by 
the clients’ visit to Japan where architects there 
have honed their ability to create a feeling of 
spaciousness within a small footprint.

 “From multiple ski trips to Japan, the clients 
came to appreciate the efficiency of small spaces. 
They had found that a small, carefully designed 
vacation house could be both comfortable and 
pleasant to live in,” continues the architect, 
mentioning how the house was designed with a 
“tight, considered floor plan and a refined, precise 
aesthetic. Each function was allocated only as much 
space as required. The interior is minimalist, and 
the timber panelling and alignment, combined with 
a double-height space in the living area, create a 
sense of volume indoors.”

 The overall form consists of a two-storeyed 
rectangle capped by a steep gable. Pretty simple, 
really, but, as often happens, the beauty is in 
the details.

 At the front elevation the ground floor is 
highly glazed, giving the upper level a feeling that it 
cantilevers dramatically over the entrance.

 At this same spot a series of concrete volumes 
— one a low wall that hides the outdoor cooking 
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